From the methylene chloride extract of the stem bark of Beilschmiedia obscura, a new cyclostachine derivative, obscurine (1), has been isolated, together with six known compounds. The structure of compound 1 was established by spectroscopic methods, including 1-and 2-dimensional NMR techniques.
, to C-19 (δ C 166.8), C-21 (δ C 28.2), C-22 (δ C 19.0) and C-23 (δ C 19.0). All these findings clearly indicated the presence of an N-isobutylacrylamide unit. The HMBC spectrum of 1 also showed correlations between H-16 and C-7, C-10; H-8 and C-10, C-16; H-9 and C-7, C-11; H-7 and C-6, C-9 and C-16, which suggested the presence of an octahydronapthalene moiety substituted at C-7 by a methlylenedioxyphenyl group. The N-isobutylacrylamide fragment was attached to C-16 (δ C 44. 
Extraction and isolation:
Air-dried stem bark of B. obscura (4.20 kg) was macerated with methanol at room temperature for 72 h. The methanol extract was concentrated under reduced pressure to give a residue of 72 g, which was selectively extracted with CH 2 Cl 2 at room temperature to afford 15 g of CH 2 Cl 2 soluble residue. This extract was subjected to column chromatography (CC) over silica gel (0.023-0.20 mesh, Merck) and eluted with a gradient system of n-hexane/CH 2 Cl 2 (from 5 to 100%) and CH 2 Cl 2 /MeOH (from 1 to 5%). Fractions (189) of ca 150 mL each were collected. Frs.18-19 (n-hexane/CH 2 Cl 2 , 8/2) afforded 3-β-acetylsitosterol (8 mg). Frs. 59-65 (n-hexane/ CH 2 Cl 2 , 4/6) afforded sitosterol (36 mg). Frs.124-129 (CH 2 Cl 2 /MeOH, 99/1), after a second CC with an isocratic gradient system of CH 2 Cl 2 afforded compound 1 (17 mg).
Frs.135-136 (CH 2 Cl 2 /MeOH, 98/2) after a second CC with isocratic gradient afforded 2,3-dihydroxypropyl-heptacosanoate (43 mg). Frs.153-155 (CH 2 Cl 2 /MeOH, 98/2) yielded 1-(26-ferulyloxyhexacosanoyl)-glycerol (32 mg). Frs. 170-173 (CH 2 Cl 2 /MeOH, 97/3) afforded 1-(26hydroxyhexacosanoyl)-glycerol (128 mg 
